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~ At least since the 1960s (President’s Commission on Law Enforcement and

Administration of Justice, 1967), some have argued that police agencies should
recognize their large services do involves no law enforcement, these observers have
suggested ‘civilianization’ of police agencies. Gains, Southerland, and Angell explain
that ‘civilianization is the use of civilians instead of sworn police officers in positions
not specifically requiring the authority of a sworn officer.” Over the past three decades,
most American police departments have increased the numbers of civilian employees
in policing.
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